
Location Monitoring Components and Technologies 
 

***A location monitoring component MUST be specified by the Court.*** 
 
Curfew: Restricts the participant to their residence every day during a period specified by the Court or as directed by the pretrial 
services/probation officer. 
 
Home Detention: Restricts the participant to their residence at all times except for employment, education, religious services, 
medical, substance abuse or mental health treatment, attorney visits, court appearances, court-ordered obligations, or other 
activities preapproved by the pretrial services/probation officer.  
 
Home Incarceration: Restricts the participant to 24-hour-a-day lock-down except for medical necessities and court 
appearances or other activities specifically approved by the Court. 
 
The specific type of technology (noted below) will be utilized to monitor the type of component (noted above) imposed 
by the Court. The Court can order a specific technology or permit the U.S. Probation and Probation and Pretrial 
Services Office to determine the technology to be utilized. The Court should always order a technology, or technology 
to be determined by the U.S. Probation Pretrial Services Office, and a component (two-part condition) 
 
The U.S. Probation and Pretrial Services Office respectfully request all participants be ordered to pay the total cost associated 
with location monitoring; however, participants may be permitted to make partial payments, or the cost may be waived if so 
ordered. The U.S. Probation and Pretrial Services Office has an established protocol for determining a waiver of cost or amount  
of partial payment. 

 

MONITORING TECHNOLOGY SELECTION CONSIDERATIONS LIMITATIONS 

Virtual Monitoring (BI SmartLink) 
This is an application used via a smart 
phone. It uses the phone GPS 
technology in conjunction with facial 
recognition to complete a “check in” 
and report their current location  
 
Daily Cost: $0.60 

● Monitoring set curfew for low-risk 
participants. 
● Medical/physical condition prohibit 
use of traditional monitoring equipment. 
● Compatible smart phone required. 
● Cost effective.  

● Does not provide constant monitoring 
during curfew period, as calls are made on 
a random basis.  
● Participant required to respond to 
randomly generated check-in call 24/7. May 
interrupt employment or other activities. 

Radio Frequency (RF) 
A transmitter device attached to the 
ankle which communicates with a 
receiver device placed in a specific 
location at the participant’s residence.  
 
Daily Cost: $3.68 

● Monitoring set curfew/home 
detention/ home incarceration for 
medium to high-risk participants. 
● Electronically detects a participant's 
presence at a specific location (typically 
their place of residence).  
● Provides constant monitoring during 
curfew period.  
● Alerts an officer when a participant 
leaves a specific location, returns to the 
specific location late, or tampers with 
the equipment while at the specific 
location. 

● Residence must be in range of cellular 
phone service to transmit data. 
● Possibility of interruptions in cellular 
phone service which delays transmission of 
data. 
● Does not monitor a participant outside 
the designated area.  
● Violations cannot be detected when the 
participant is out of range of the receiver.  
● Dependent upon participant maintaining 
electrical service at their residence.  
 

Global Positioning Satellite (GPS) 
A device attached to the ankle which 
provides the ability to continuously 
monitor the participant’s movements 
throughout the community.  
  
Daily Cost: $4.23 

● Monitoring high risk participants with 
identifiable risk, i.e., victims, co-
defendants, witnesses, criminal 
associates; locations (schools, parks, 
bars, airports).   
● Monitors movement throughout the 
community on a minute-by-minute 
basis.  
● Ability to immediately determine a 
participant’s whereabouts.  
● Ability to require or prohibit the 
participant’s presence at a specific 
location.  
● Alerts an officer of a participant 
entrance to or exit from specific areas. 

● Requires cellular phone service to 
transmit data (specifically GPS points).  
● GPS acquisition may limited/delayed 
when participants enter specific 
structures/areas.  
● Dependent upon participant maintaining 
electrical service and charging their GPS 
tracker battery daily  



 
Location Monitoring Special Condition Wording 

 
Component  
 
Participate in one of the following location restriction program components and abide by its 
requirements as the pretrial officer instructs for a period of XX days. Pay all or part of the cost of 
location monitoring based upon your ability to pay as determined by the pretrial/probation officer. 
No overnight travel without Court approval. 
 
One of the following must be ordered:  
Curfew: You are restricted to your residence every day from XX to XX or as directed by the 
pretrial/probation officer;  
or 
Home Detention: You are restricted to your residence at all times except for employment, 
education, religious services, medical, substance abuse or mental health treatment, attorney visits, 
court appearances, court-ordered obligations, or other activities preapproved by the 
pretrial/probation officer;  
or 
Home Incarceration: You are restricted to 24-hour-a-day lock-down except for medical 
necessities and court appearances or other activities specifically approved by the Court. 
or 
Stand Alone Monitoring: You have no residential curfew, home detention, or home incarceration 
restrictions. However, you must comply with the location or travel restrictions as imposed by the 
court. 
Note: Stand Alone Monitoring should be used in conjunction with global positioning system (GPS) 
technology. 
 
Technology (must be ordered as well)  
 
The defendant shall submit to the form of location monitoring technology, at the discretion of the 
probation officer, and abide by all technology and program requirements for a period of ____ days. 
The defendant shall pay all or part of the costs of participation in the location monitoring program 
as directed by the probation officer.  
 
or 
 
The defendant shall submit to the form of location monitoring indicated below, and abide by 
all of the technology and program requirements for a period of ____ days. The defendant shall pay 
all or part of the costs of participation in the location monitoring program as directed by the 
probation officer.  
☐ Radio Frequency (RF); 
☐ Global Positioning Satellite (GPS); 
☐ Virtual Monitoring Application (requires smartphone with location services and push notification 
features enabled at participant’s expense). 


